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Ramsar
DUBAI

13th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties
to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands

“Wetlands for a Sustainable Urban Future”
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 21-29 October 2018
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Convention on Wetlands

—td

Resolution XI11.21

Conservation and management of small wetlands

RECALLING the commitments made by Contracting Parties in Article 3.1 of the Convention to
promaote, as far as possible, the wise use of wetlands in their territory and, in Article 3.2, to
maintain the ecological character of wetlands included in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of
International Importance;

RECALLING Resolution VII.11 on Strategic Framework and guidelines for the future development
of the List of Wetlands of International Importance, and the amendments adopted through
Resalution X1.8 on Streamlining procedures for describing Ramsar Sites at the time of designation
and subsequent updates;

RECALLING Resolution VI1.20 on Priorities for wetland inventory, which urges “all Contracting
Parties yet to complete comprehensive national inventories of their wetland resources,
including, where possible, wetland losses and wetlands with potential for restoration, to give
highest priority in the next triennium to the compilation of comprehensive national
inventories”, and the Framework for Wetland Inventory as annexed to Resalution V1.6 on A
Ramsar Framewaork for Wetland inventory;

ALSO RECALLING Resolution XI1.14 on Conservation of Mediterranean Basin island wetlands and
Resolution VIII1.33 on Guidance for identifying, sustainably managing and designating temporary
pools as Wetlands of International Importance;

FURTHER RECALLING Recommendation 5.3 on The essential character of wetlands and the need
for zonation related to wetland reserves;
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14th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties
to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
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Caonvention

on
Wetlands .
/ “Wetlands Action for People and Nature”
Geneva, Switzerland, and Wuhan, China 5-13 November 2022

COP14 § 2022

Resolution XIV.15

Enhancing the conservation and management of small wetlands

1. RECALLING the commitments made by Contracting Parties in Article 3.1 of the Convention to
promote, as far as possible, the wise use of wetlands in their territory;

2.  RECALLING Resalution VII.20 on Priorities for wetland inventory, which urges “all Contracting
Parties yet to complete comprehensive national inventories of their wetland resources,
including, where possible, wetland losses and wetlands with potential for restoration [...] to
give highest priority in the next triennium to the compilation of comprehensive national
inventories”, and the Framework for Wetland Inventory as annexed to Resolution VIIL.6;

3. ALSO RECALLING Resolution X1I1.21 on Conservation and management of small wetlands,
which encourages Contracting Parties to include small wetlands in their science-based
inventories, assess the hydrological connectivity and quality of small wetlands, as
appropriate, and promulgate national and regional policy on small wetlands, and which
requests the Scientific and Technical Review Panel to prepare guidance on the identification
of small wetlands, to address the significant human-induced pressures that threaten small
wetlands and prevent further loss;

4. NOTING the ongoing efforts made by many countries to conserve and manage small wetlands
that provide examples of small wetland conservation and management;

5. AWARE that some wetland inventaries carried out by many countries have not priaritized or
fully covered small wetlands nor set clear standards for their identification, classification or
evaluation;
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